Chapter 21

Tanya was still in shock over the news that a prison was
to be built right next to Sanlo. She'd never been
particularly confident in the legal system, but especially
in the last few years, she'd noticed how incredibly little it
actually protected people. Sure, it protected against
murder, which was reasonable, but what about stealing?
Humans generally had a reason for their actions,
including stealing: Extremely poor people sometimes had
to steal to survive. Meanwhile wealthy people, although
they had their own problems, didn't have to worry about
any of that. They instead had to worry about keeping their
investors happy by exploiting people for profit, furthering
the divide between them and the less fortunate.

And what was with the name "corrective facility" anyway.
Did it actually correct anything? Tanya decided that it was
actually quite similar to torturing someone for wanting to
eat and then expecting them to change their behavior. Of
course, it wasn't quite the same, right?

After some more thinking, Tanya, to her dismay, realized
that it was actually exactly that. Prisons were designed to
make their inhabitants feel shitty and restrict their human
rights and freedoms, just like more obvious forms of
torture. And even worse: By putting a lot of people
together who all did criminal acts, it was easy to see how
they could amplify each other. Not only that, people might
also become extremely depressed or mentally unstable, as
with all other forms of torture; and that caused more



violence, and more pain, and an endless cycle of
horribleness.

Tanya felt dizzy. She needed to stop thinking about this.
She went upstairs to the officer floor.

Upon arrival, she saw Maya was at the front desk again.
She asked her if it was true that a prison was being built
nearby.

Maya, while strongly nodding, said: "I'm not allowed to
tell you about any plans related to corrective facilities due
to the inherent risks that would be associated with that.
But no, there is no such plan I am aware of."

Tanya understood. She thanked her and went to talk to
Helen again, this time in-person.

Helen wasn't surprised about the reaction of the officer.
The two talked for a while about the issues with criminal
law and prisons, and were mostly of the same opinion.
Helen suggested however that prisons wouldn't be such
an issue if they were designed more humanely: They were
of the opinion that a prison that was only focused on
restriction, not punishment, would be fine - at least when
the law wasn't bigoted. Tanya found the idea interesting,
but wasn't quite sure if she liked it.



