
Chapter 8

[Author's note: Dear reader, this and the following few

chapters may be significantly shorter for a bit as I don't

have enough time to finish large chapters every day at the

moment. Thank you for reading this story, and I'm very

sorry for not giving it as much time as it deserves. Have a

nice day and enjoy Chapter 8!]

Rob took Tanya to his house, which was right next to the

railway, but a bit away from the station. On the way,

Tanya felt a little overwhelmed by the sight of so many

new things, and couldn't process most of them

adequately. Galm's buildings were mostly made of red

bricks, but otherwise similar to Sanlo's. They also had

different window designs: Black borders of metal were

around each window. Tanya recognized how much of a

thermal nightmare that must be, but was relieved

remembering heating is usually paid for by the land

owner.

At Rob's house, Tanya was a bit surprised by how small it

was. It was barely big enough for two or three people,

despite being a single-"family"-home. Part of this was the

area reserved for train maintenance equipment. Tanya

decided the size wasn't really relevant though, as long as

it was good enough.

They went inside. The walls were made of wooden planks

stacked horizontally. The ceiling was made of wood, too,

but it was painted green. The floor was an old, slightly



reddish carpet. Tanya wasn't sure why it was like this, but

it looked nice.

Tanya and Rob talked for an hour or two. Most

importantly, Tanya asked where else the rails could take

her.


"I'm actually not sure myself, I don't actually use them

for long-distance travelling since I don't really need to go

anywhere else.", Rob responded.


And that was fine because in reality, Tanya didn't need to

know. If she wanted to, she could just try it out. There was

always a train back, after all.

They talked also about their jobs. Tanya told Rob about

Helen taking a phone with them. Rob seemed quite

decided on the matter: It was company property, and

taking it was stealing.

Tanya found this perspective nicely simple, but also

alarmingly oversimplifying. It was based exclusively on

axioms that haven't been verified, namely that significant

damage is done by "stealing" it. Tanya decided that if no

damage was done, it wasn't stealing because stealing was

negative and no damage done means neutral or positive.

But even this required an analysis of the damage done by

taking it. She guessed it was small or nonexistent, but she

couldn't be sure. And she didn't need to be, because this

was really not her problem or Rob's. Tanya decided that

she wasn't involved in any way and so it was not her

business to assess the morality of this situation. If Helen

had been fired for this, it would have been a human being

losing their income and therefore ability to live

reasonably well. That would absolutely have concerned



her, but as long as nothing significant were to happen

later, this really was just an insignificant event.


